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Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b.”

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 249A.4, the Department of Human Services proposes
to amend Chapter 81, “Nursing Facilities,” Iowa Administrative Code.

This amendment allows nursing facilities to collect additional payment above the Medicaid payment
from residents and families who desire a private room. Current rules do not allow supplementation of
the rate for a private room. Iowa Code section 249A.4(10) makes this allowable when certain conditions
are met.

Any interested person may make written comments on the proposed amendment on or before
February 26, 2013. Comments should be directed to Harry Rossander, Bureau of Policy Coordination,
Department of Human Services, Hoover State Office Building, 1305 East Walnut Street, Des
Moines, Iowa 50319-0114. Comments may be sent by fax to (515)281-4980 or by e-mail to
policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us.

Specific waivers are not provided because the Department has an established procedure for
considering exceptions to policy. Requests for the waiver of any rule may be submitted under the
Department’s general rule on exceptions at 441—1.8(17A,217).

After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.
This amendment is intended to implement Iowa Code section 249A.4.
The following amendment is proposed.
Adopt the following new subparagraph 81.10(5)“e”(4):
(4) Supplementation for provision of a private room not otherwise covered under the medical

assistance program, subject to the following conditions, requirements, and limitations:
1. Supplementation for provision of a private room is not permitted for any time period during

which the private room is therapeutically required pursuant to 42 CFR § 483.10(c)(8)(ii).
2. Supplementation for provision of a private room is not permitted for a calendar month if no

room other than the private room was available as of the first day of the month or as of the resident’s
subsequent initial occupation of the private room.

3. Supplementation for provision of a private room is not permitted for a calendar month if the
facility’s occupancy rate was less than 80 percent as of the first day of the month or as of the resident’s
subsequent initial occupation of the private room.

4. Supplementation for provision of a private room is not permitted if the nursing facility only
provides one type of room or all private rooms.

5. If a nursing facility provides for supplementation for provision of a private room, the facility
may base the supplementation amount on the difference between the amount paid for a room covered
under the medical assistance program and the private-pay rate for the private room identified for
supplementation. However, the total payment for the private room from all sources for a calendar
month shall not be greater than the aggregate average private room rate during that month for the type
of rooms covered under the medical assistance program for which the resident would be eligible.

6. If a nursing facility provides for supplementation for provision of a private room, the facility
shall inform all residents, prospective residents, and their legal representatives of the following:

● That if the resident desires a private room, the resident or resident’s family may provide
supplementation by directly paying the facility the amount of supplementation;
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● The nursing facility’s policy if a resident residing in a private room converts from private pay
to payment under the medical assistance program but the resident or resident’s family is not willing or
able to pay supplementation for the private room;

● The private rooms for which supplementation is available, including a description and
identification of such rooms; and

● The process for an individual to take legal responsibility for providing supplementation,
including identification of the individual and the extent of the legal responsibility.

7. For a resident for whom the nursing facility receives supplementation, the nursing facility shall
indicate in the resident’s record all of the following:

● A description and identification of the private room for which the nursing facility is receiving
supplementation;

● The identity of the individual making the supplemental payments;
● The private-pay charge for the private room for which the nursing facility is receiving

supplementation; and
● The total charge to the resident for the private room for which the nursing facility is receiving

supplementation, the portion of the total charge reimbursed under the medical assistance program, and
the portion of the total charge reimbursed through supplementation.

8. Supplementation pursuant to this subparagraph shall not be required as a precondition of
admission, expedited admission, or continued stay in a facility.

9. The nursing facility shall ensure that all appropriate care is provided to all residents
notwithstanding the applicability or availability of supplementation.

10. A private room for which supplementation is required shall be retained for the resident
consistent with bed-hold policies.
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